
Post Graduation Work Permits

One of the benefits of studying in Canada is the ability to work in Canada after you complete
your studies.  If you graduate from a qualifying educational institution, you can obtain a work
permit for one year to allow you to work in your field, and in some cases, you can even get a 2
year work permit.

The choice of the educational institution is critical. Post-graduation work permits are only
available to graduates of a program at a Canadian university, a community college, a CEGEP, a
publicly funded trade or technical school or a Canadian private institution authorized by
provincial statute to confer degrees.

Foreign students are eligible for a post-graduation work permit only for employment in their field
of study. They must still have a valid study permit, and apply for the work permit within 90 days
of receiving written confirmation (transcript, letter, etc.) from their institution indicating that they
have met the requirements of their program.

To be eligible for a two-year work permit (rather than just a one-year permit), foreign students
must have:

• successfully completed a program of at least two years of full-time studies;
• received written confirmation (transcript, letter, etc.) from the educational institution

indicating that they have met the requirements of the program of study;
• studied at and graduated from an institution located outside of Montreal, Toronto, or

Vancouver or their surrounding municipalities; and
• found employment outside of Montreal, Toronto, or Vancouver and their surrounding municipalities.

The information on CanadaVisaLaw.com’s Web Site has been prepared so you may learn more about the

services we offer. These materials do not constitute legal advice, and are not intended to provide specific advice

about your particular situation. Because the law constantly changes and is subject to varying interpretations, we

urge you to contact us regarding any specific problem you may have, and we advise you not to take, or refrain

from taking, any action based upon materials in this Web Site without consulting legal counsel. 
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